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On July 11, the national legislature approved a "broad and unconditional" amnesty decree which
will release "all persons sentenced, processed or subject to processing for political crimes and
politically related common crimes." The amnesty applies to 13 persons detained for "attempting
to attack state security," most of whom were accused of trafficking weapons for the Salvadoran
rebels. Also affected are about 1,000 agricultural workers jailed for participating in land occupations,
currently defined under Honduran law as terrorism against the state. Liberal Party (PL) legislators
denounced that the amnesty will benefit military officers involved in abuse of authority. The
congresspersons called attention to the cases of Col. Leonel Galindo, implicated in the May 3
massacre of five agricultural workers in Atlantida department; former deputy director of the
national military academy Col. Erick Sanchez, who shot and seriously wounded a civilian at a
hamburger stand in May; and, Cols. Alexander Hernandez and Juan Salazar, accused of human
rights abuses. Innovation and Unity-Social Democrat Deputy Carlos Sosa noted that Hernandez
and Salazar carried out the abuses while under orders from military superiors. Consequently, their
crimes are considered to be "political." Liberal Party (PL) Deputy Carlos Montoya charged that
when the proposed legislation went to committee, its meaning was changed by transposing certain
words. The text was changed from "delitos politicos y comunes conexos" to "delitos comunes y
politicos conexos." (Basic data from AFP, 07/11/91)
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